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CHAPTER XI Alankara (Theories of Poetry)
The scope of Alankara .•-Alankara Sastra, otherwise called Sahitya Sastra comprises poetics, dramaturgy, rhetorics and literary criticism. The chief topics dealt with in Alankara are Kavyalakshana or the definition and classification of Kavyas, Ritior different styles, Alankaras of Sabda and Artha* i e, figures of Speech pertaining to sense and sound, gunas and doshas, or literary merits and defects, Sabda Vritti or different connotations of words. Rasas or the various sentiments with their accessory emotions, the classification of Nayaka and Nayika, the hero and heroine, the various types of Rupakas of dramatic compositions and other subjects connected with the composition and appreciation of literature.
Schools of Alankara:— There are various schools of Alankara each approaching the subject from a different point of view. Divergence of opinion has arisen among writers concerning the respective importance of the several factors that go to make good literature. Some hold that Rasa or Sentiment is the soul of poetry and the other factors are important in as much as they enhance or contribute to the Rasa value of poetry. Bharata in his Natyasastra sets forth the theory of Rasas and it is followed and expounded by writers like Udbhata, Rudrata and Bhattanayaka. Some consider Riti or style as the central source of poetic interest and interpret all other poetic embellishments as different aspects of style or as elements which t&o lon{*&ndrln m&ny ways; it rs uMramitfe; But the?y plays; of ; the.
